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May Birthdays 
Happy Birthday and best wishes to 

 

Upcoming events  
  

Schnitzelessen Schnitzelessen ––12.00 start 12.00 start (Please note new start time)(Please note new start time)  
(every 2nd Sunday of the month)(every 2nd Sunday of the month)  

Sunday 13 May (Mother’s Day), 10 June, 8 July 
$15.00 includes a glass of red or white wine & tea or coffee 
Please pre-book by phoning the Club the Thursday prior.  

 

Hand Craft Group Afternoon Tea Hand Craft Group Afternoon Tea --  14.0014.00  
(last Sunday of each month)(last Sunday of each month) 

Sunday 27 May, 24 June, 29 July 
Visitors are always welcome.  

   Contact Edith Bauermeister on 62437243. 
 

G.A.S.T. lunches for seniorsG.A.S.T. lunches for seniors  
(Generally every Wednesday at 10.00 am) 

To book please contact the  
Migrant Resource Centre on 6221 0999 

 

German Radio Program German Radio Program   
FM 96.1 and 92.1  

(Every Sunday 8am - 10am) 
 

Committee Meetings Committee Meetings   
The next committee meetings will be held on  

Sunday 6 May and 3 June 
at 5.00pm at the Club. All welcome. 

 

Soccer GameSoccer Game  
Sunday 20 May, 4.45am. 

Cost $7.00 
Bookings to the Club by Friday 18 May. 

 

  Potato CakesPotato Cakes  
It is planned to have a one off mid-winter “potato cakes” 

 on Friday 8th June.   
All bookings should be made to the Club by Tuesday, 5th June. 
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SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 

Charles Cameron 1  

Hans Lenz,  
Georgina Fraser,  
Veronica McGee 
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Horst Kutzner 17 

Tony Ambroz 20 

Marie Bukewitsch 24 

Inge Maass 25 

Erich Lenz 26 

Horst Maass 28 

Wally Newman 29 

Renate Rowe 31 

Do we know when it’s your birthday? 

Currently the Club has 180 members and Margaret has less than half      
this number in her birthday list.  If you would like your birthday               

published in the newsletter, please leave your details for her at the Club, 
just the day and month will do. 

Change of address? 

Do you want your newsletter sent to your           
home address? 

Do you want to collect your newsletter from the 
club? 

Would you like you newsletter emailed to you? 

Please make sure that Margaret has all your current details so the        
database can be kept up to date.   
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Groups and Communities 
 

The German Choir is very well known in the South-East corner of Tasmania 
where they do public performances.  The Choir needs more people who love 
singing German songs and practice is every Monday at 15:30. Contact Renate 
Gehlhaar on 6272 2757 for further details.   
 
 

Skat Players:  The Skat Players meet every Friday at 18:00 and Sundays at 
13:30.  There are experienced players as well as those who merely see it as a 
game. So, anyone can fit in.  If you are interested, please contact Hans Lenz on 
62672645. 
  

Canasta Players:  The Canasta Players love a good game of cards with lots of 
social interaction and they meet on Thursdays at 3.30. Please call Margot Meier 
on 6249 3420 if you would like to participate. 
  

Austrian Community: Our Austrian Club Members have a table especially 
booked for them on Thursdays and you can talk to Horst Meister at the German 
Club if you would like to join. 
  
Lithuanian and Latvian Community members meet at the Club. Phone the 
Club to find out when they will next join us. 
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Mother’s Day Schnitzelessen  
For the Schnitzelessen on 13th May  people are asked to bring cake to share   
and enjoy with coffee after the meal.  If you are able to bring a cake please        

let the club know at the time of booking. 
Many thanks. 

Potato Cakes 
It is planned to have a one off mid-winter “potato cakes” 

 on Friday 8th June. 
The running of this event will depend on the numbers who book.   
All bookings should be made to the Club by Tuesday, 5th June. 

National Volunteer Week 14-20 May 
2012  

'Volunteers - Every One Counts' 
National Volunteer Week (NVW) is the largest 
celebration of volunteers and volunteerism in 

Australia, and provides an opportunity to highlight 
the role of volunteers in our communities and to 

say thank you to the more than 6.1 million Australians who volunteer 
Australian volunteers are essential to society, and many charities would struggle 

to survive without the support of their volunteers. Australian volunteers contribute 
more than 700 million hours of community service to so many areas of society, 
including community health care, heritage and arts, environment conservation, 

emergency services, education, social justice and sports. NVW provides a 
platform to pay tribute to these volunteers who donate their time and energy to 

help others.  
SOURCE: http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/News-and-Events/-National-Volunteer-

Week.asp 

Did you know ……. 
 

that there is a Full Moon on Sunday, 6 May 2012 
  

Through the ages, folklore and traditions have been woven 
around the Moon in its various phases. Some of these will 
have originated from observations of the land, environment 
and night-time sky such as in farmers planting by the Moon 
and in forecasting a higher tide than normal when the moon 

is low. Other Moon-beliefs may not have such logical explanations. Even so, 
throughout the world, superstitions revolve around the Moon. For instance in 
parts of Britain, anyone seeking good fortune should bow to the new moon and 
turn over any silver coins in his pocket. The silver colour of the Moon is 
rumoured to have a direct affinity with the silver from which the coins were 
made. So if a person holds up a coin to a new moon and wishes for money, 
over the days ahead as the moon "increases" in size, so too will their bank 
balance! 

Rollmops 
Rollmops are well received with a large number of jars already 

sold.  They are still available at the bar. 

Suggestions for lunches 
It has been suggested that the Club offers an extra Sunday lunch serving        

rollmops, bread, potato salad and dill cucumbers.  Another suggestion is a fondue 
meal, while yet another is soups during the winter months. Please let the Club 

know if you would  be interested in supporting any of these proposals.  

Food at the Club 

European UEFA Cup  
The major German soccer club, Bayern Munich, has qualified to play Chelsea in 
the final of the European UEFA Cup Champions League played in Munich on the 
early morning of Sunday 20 May.  The game will kick off at 4.45am AEST.  The 
Friday Skat boys are planning to meet on the morning of Sunday 20 May and 
anyone who is interested is also invited to attend.  Veronika Siegemund has 
volunteered to put on a breakfast a la World Cup standard after the match.  
Breakfast will cost $7.00 per head for a cooked breakfast with bacon and eggs, 
lambs fry, baked beans, toast, jam, coffee or tea and more.  Proceeds will go to 
the Club.  Bookings to the Club by Friday 18

th
 May. 

http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/News-and-Events/-National-Volunteer-Week.asp
http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/News-and-Events/-National-Volunteer-Week.asp
http://voices.yahoo.com/topic/45385/new_moon.html
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GERMAN AUSTRALIAN  
CLUB 

30 Bowden Street, Glenorchy 
 Phone 6272 9445 

Opening Times 
Monday, Tuesday  4-6 pm 
Wednesday   Closed 
Thursday    3-7 pm 
Friday    4-9 pm 
Saturday    2-6 pm  
Sunday    1-6 pm 
 

Club Executive: 
 President Paul Kuchinke 
 Vice-Presidents Erich Lenz  
    Kaye Skinner 
 Secretary  Margaret Hewett 
 Treasurer     Gaby Seely 

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING FOR THE NEWSLETTER?  

(Recipes, news, events, advertisements, jokes?) 
 

Please contact:  

 E:  margaret.hewett3@bigpond.com              P : 6245 1374 
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Eggs for Sale 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

If there are any changes to 

your order 

  please phone 

 Hans on 6267 2645. 
 

ZIGGY’S  SUPREME  SMALLGOODS  
 

 

Producer of Award Winning Continental  
And Australian Sausages 

 

 

80 Hopkins Street,  
Moonah TAS 7009 
ABN 61279980142 

 

 

Phone:  03 6278 2036 
Phone/Fax:  03 6228 4849 

Mobile:  0419 042 241 
E-mail: ziggys.shop@gmail.com 

RÜCKBLICK UND NEUIGKEITEN ~  
PAST AND PRESENT NEWS 

The 50th Anniversary Celebration on  
Sunday 22 April  

 
See the special centrefold for photos and details of 

this very special event. 
 

Choir News 
 
The choir continues to do good work in the community and will be 
performing at Snug Village on Wednesday, 16 May, at the Masonic Hall in 
Glenorchy on Sunday 20 May and at the Glen View Home on Monday, 28 
May. 
 
Recently the choir performed at Hawthorn Village at Blackmans Bay where 
they were so well received that one gentleman cried after hearing all the 
European folk songs.  The residents enjoyed the performance so much that 
the choir was asked to sing an encore. The management sent an email to 
the Migrant Resource Centre telling them how much they enjoyed their 
performance and they would be welcome to return at any time.  
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Here is an extract from the president’s speech: 
 

“The first German Club meeting took place on 13th June 1962, with 
Mr Bonin as President and Mr Arthur Minty as Treasurer.  For almost 
a decade, meetings were conducted  at private households 
throughout the greater Hobart region, with contributions from many 
generous people. 
Then, in the early seventies, the German Club purchased the 
property at 30 Bowden St, Glenorchy, where it resides today.  With 
several significant alterations over time, the Club now boasts 
excellent bar, entertainment, kitchen and parking facilities. 
One of the aims of the German Club, direct from the German 
Association Constitution, is for us to foster cultural exchange with 
“new Australians arriving from Germany.”  However, for many 
people, the German Club is much more than this.  It is where many 
lasting friendships have been made between former citizens of 
Germany and many other nationalities.  I wish to thank all people 
who have invested much energy and time over the years at club 
meetings and functions.  Without them the German Club wouldn't be 
what it is today  -  a place where people of all nationalities can meet, 
relax and share their experiences in life under the German and 
Australian cultural banner.” 

Our President pictured with past presidents of the Club 
 
From l - r: the President, Paul Kuchinke. Hans Lenz, immediate 
Past President, Ingrid Valentine and Horst Tiefholz 

Choir 
l – r: 

Rene Rime, 
John 

Neumeyer, 
Erika 

Plaschke, 
Renate 

Gehlhaar, 
Anita 

Flückiger 
Libby Rime 

Life Members 
with the 

President,  
l - r: Paul 
Kuchinke, 

Ingrid 
Valentine, Edith 
Bauermeister, 
Horst Tiefholz, 

Gudrun 
Gnesel, Harald 
Preuss,  Alfred 

Moldehn. 

The Companion to Tasmanian History, edited by Alison Alexander, is a 
comprehensive volume providing information about every important aspect 
of Tasmania’s history, covering all periods and all places.  This extract was 

written by Dr Eva Meidl. 
 

 

German settlers arrived in Van Diemen's Land from the 1820s. Having been 
granted land in Van Diemen's Land, the descendants of Baron von Stieglitz 
arrived in 1829 and assumed prominent roles as pastoralists, as did the Von 
Bibra family. The German artist Ludwig Becker, who perished in the Burke and 
Wills expedition, spent almost two years in Van Diemen's Land painting some 
forty beautiful watercolours in 1851/2. Between 1855 and 1872 several ships 
mostly from the port of Hamburg brought about 2000 immigrants from Germany 
to Tasmania. These early settlers were mainly fruit-growers and market-
gardeners.

2
  In the 1870s Germans and Danes were enticed by the Tasmanian 

Government to come to the colony by offering them assisted passages and free 
land. Most of them were Lutheran, establishing a Lutheran congregation in 
Bismarck near Hobart. Heinrich W Ferdinand Kayser was appointed General 
Mine Manager at Mt Bischoff mine near Waratah, a position he held for 32 years. 
In 1903, the American-born German Robert Sticht became the General Manager 
of the Mt Lyell mine and built the Queenstown smelter.

3
 

http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/K/HWF%20Kayser.htm
http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/S/Sticht.htm
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The 50th Anniversary Celebration on Sunday 22 April was a great success.  
More than 85 members attended, along with special guests, Mrs Dianne Bye, 
Honorary Consul of Germany, Mr Stuart Slade, Mayor of Glenorchy, and his wife, 
Lynne, and Alderman Sharon Carnes. The proceedings were opened by 
Secretary, Margaret Hewett, and our deceased members were remembered with 
a minute’s silence.  Our German Choir then sang the National Anthems of 
Germany and Australia.  They  entertained us with a number of lively songs, 
including the Alpen Horn played by Rene Rime, the Choir’s conductor. Erika 
Plaschke’s beautiful voice introduced the well know “Edelweiss” . 
 
The President, Mr Paul Kuchinke, then addressed the gathering. The Club was 
toasted by all with a glass of sparkling wine.  Hot savouries were served at the 
tables along with delicious open sandwiches.  The Handcraft Group made several 
delicious cakes and these were enjoyed with tea and coffee.  During the 
afternoon, the Choir continued to sing and many of the members joined in for the 
sing-along.   
 
There were three past presidents in attendance: Hans Lenz, Ingrid Valentine and 
Horst Tiefloz along with Life Members Edith Bauermeister, Alfred Moldehn, 
Gudrun Gnesel, Horst Tiefolz and Harald Preuss. Unfortunately one of our Life 
Members, Annemarie Becker was unwell and unable to attend. Frank Cashion 
whose is not only a Life Member but also a past President was also unable to 
attend.  It was deemed by all present, to be a most successful afternoon. 
 

With the onset of the First World War the early German settlements Bismarck and 
German Town (in the north of the state) were renamed Collinsvale and Lilydale 
respectively. In response to the war a number of Germans were interned at the 
Quarantine Station on Bruny Island and others, though not all, suffered some 
discrimination.
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The Austrian naturalist Gustav Weindorfer, who arrived in Tasmania in 1906, 
worked tirelessly for the establishment of the Cradle Mountain National Park. The 
engineer Otto Koerbin, whose father had migrated to Tasmania from Germany in 
1872, was involved with the construction of Waddamana dam and served as 
Power Station Superintendent after the war.
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During the Second World War Germans, Austrians and others faced restrictions 
and a few Germans, with 120 Italians, were interned at Butlers Gorge where they 
were put to work on the hydro-electric dam. The aftermath of the war saw a new 
wave of immigrants from German-speaking countries. Many of these helped 
complete the Tasmanian hydro power stations. While in the early years Lutheran 
communities were cared for by visiting ministers from the mainland, in 1952 the 
first resident Lutheran minister was appointed in Hobart. He was to serve the 
whole of Tasmania, until a second minister was appointed to live in Launceston in 
1959.
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The German Australian Association, founded in 1962, became a meeting place 
for many German speakers who arrived in Tasmania after the Second World War.  

In 1966 the German painter Wolfgang Grasse migrated to Australia, he now lives 
in Penguin, in northern Tasmania. The Austrian painter Anton Holzner made 
Tasmania his home in 1971.
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 The best know contemporary Tasmanian of 

German extraction is the writer Christopher Koch. Germany (1960s), Switzerland 
(1968) and Austria (2001) are represented at consular level in Tasmania. In the 
2001 census 1363 respondents in Tasmania indicated that they spoke German in 
their homes. 

  

Reprinted with permission from the author, Dr. Eva Meidl, Senior Lecturer and 
Coordinator of European Languages "BA UWA, PhD UWA, Dip.Ed UWA" 
 

 

Footnotes: 
1. A Sharp, The voyages of Abel Janszoon Tasman, Oxford, 1968, passim; S Wegmann, The Swiss in 
Australia, Grusch, 1989, passim.  
2. L Nyman & G von Bibra, The von Bibra story, Launceston, 1996, passim; E Meidl, A Donation to the 
Colony, Hobart, 2004, passim; A Alexander, Glenorchy 1804-1964, Glenorchy, 1986, passim.  
3. G Appeldorff, Memories of Collinsvale, Glenorchy l, 1986, passim; HW Ferdinand Kayser, Mount 
Bischoff, Hobart: ANZAAS, 1892, Proceedings of Section C, pp,. 342-359; Lupton, Lifeblood, 
Edgecliff, 1999, passim. 
4. S Waight, Collinsvale heritage atlas, Glenorchy, 1995; M E Bardenhagen, Lilydale. A German 
Legacy, Newnham, 1986, passim. 
5. M Lake, A Divided Society, Melbourne, 1975, passim; GFJ Bergmann, Gustav Weindorfer of Cradle 
Mountain, Hobart,1959, passim. 
6. Lupton, passim. 
7. www.users.bigpond.com/lca.burnie/tas-lca1.htm; www.artofimagination.org/Pages/Grasse.html; H 
Kolenberg, 'Three painters in Tasmania', Art in Australia 22/4, 1985, passim.  

Special guests at the 
50th Anniversary 
Celebration are 

 l-r: Stuart Slade - 
Mayor of  

Glenorchy,  
Dianne Bye - Honorary 
Consul for Germany,  

Paul Kuchinke - 
President GAAT,  
and  Alderman  
Sharon Carnes. 

http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/F/First%20World%20War.htm
http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/W/Weindorfer.htm
http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/S/Second%20world%20war.htm
http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/E/Electricity.htm
http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/H/Anton%20Holzner.htm
http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/K/Christopher%20Koch.htm

